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BENCH TIPS from Brad Smith. When a cabochon sits too low in a bezel, the bezel hides a lot of the
stone. Solution is to either sand down the bezel height or boost up the stone. If you're going to raise it up,
guestion is what is the best material to use ?

| was taught to use fine sawdust but now think that might be a problem when used in rings. | reason that
rings will frequently get wet, which would cause the sawdust to swell in size and push the stone against the
bezel. Then when the sawdust dries out, the stone would be a little loose.

In any case, | now prefer pieces of plastic sheet to boost up my stones. Pieces are readily available from
product packaging or from old credit cards. | just cut a piece to loosely fit the bezel and drop in the stone (with
some dental floss) to check it's height.

Announcing "Bench Tips for Better Jewelry Making", my new book for beginning and
intermediate jewelers. It contains 101 useful Bench Tips to help improve skills and increase quality at the
bench. The 96 page book is filled with close-up photos to explain my techniques. A great gift anytime! Just
$16.95 For more details, see: http://CreateSpace.com/3976439 or http://Amazon.com/dp/0988285800/

Brad Smith brad@greenheart.com

Happy Birthday to Tracy B., Dereld B., Dan H., Brent W. and all those other Aries/ Taurus
babies! Rock on!

Uncut diamond Hope Diamond

Pictures/content courtesy of wiki.com./Don Wilcox/Beth Hutchinson. Please send articles,
memos, pictures or comments to our editor John | need some reporters Wolfe
stableplatform@gmail.com.
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Club Historian Howard Boswell would like your club related field trip, meeting or show

pictures for our scrap books. Please bring a hard copy with names on the back to any of our

meetings. Digital photos can be sent to Howard c/o Jim Miller via goldnpoint@comcast.net.
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Highlights from the March general meeting. Thank you Maplewood volunteers! You make
the Club work! Lapidary skills workshop in hole drilling by George Hamilton. ROTM Ammonite
fossils presented by Don Wilcox.

Starting from the mid-Devonian, ammonoids were extremely abundant, especially as ammonites
during the Mesozoic era. They are excellent index fossils, and it is often possible to link the rock layer
in which they are found to specific geological time periods.

S & K. ¥
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Local Area Shows for 2013 Check your calendars and enjoy the opportunities!

Sat/ Sun April 27-28 10AM-5PM sponsored by the West Seattle Rock Club at the
Alki Masonic Temple, 4736 40™ Ave SW, Seattle WA

Fri-Sun May 3-5 10AM-5PM sponsored by the Rock Rollers Club of Spokane at the Spokane
County Fair & Expo Center N. 604 Havana at Broadway Spokane WA

Fri-Sun May 31-June 2 10AM-5PM sponsored by the Puyallup Valley Gem & Mineral Club at
Swiss Park 9205 198™ Ave E. Bonney Lake, WA

Check out more listings at the Northwest Mineral Council website. www.mineralcouncil .org
and www.amfed.org.

April wirewrapping class was a jewel! instructor Char Jorgensen

Student 6s wor k

Student 6s wor k
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Vol unteers are what make Maplewood a rockén cl
down to a board meeting the first Thursday of the month at 7PM and see how you can help out!.

It's time to start thinking about 2013 Rocks-of-the-Month, Snack Duty, and the many other
ways you would like to participate in the upcoming year. We'll be posting a Snack duty and
ROTM signup page on the website, as well as on the bulletin board and refrigerator at the next
meeting.

The ROTM presentation is the rock of your choice. Please provide a 15-30 minute
presentation, and if you can, a short write-up to include in the club newsletter.

The monthly meeting treat volunteer sign up sheet is on the side of the clubhouse refrigerator. The
club reimburses those who sign up $35 for their purchases. Sign up online too!

Check your calendars to see if you can help with:

The August sale. Set up begins Friday afternoon the 9" and Saturday morning the 10". Take
down and clean up will begin at 4PM Sunday the 11™. This is always a fun show with lots of vendors,
demonstrations and BBQ!

You must sign up to attend the Maplewood field trips!

Signhing up is easy online www.maplewoodrockclub.org
Chris Herter, Field Trip Director MRGC chris.h@maplewoodrockclub.com

ub
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The Field Trip Division is up and running! Most of this year's trips are now on the
calendar. In the next few weeks, we'll be adding details for each of our outings, so stay tuned!

Our first field trip was Saturday March 23 to Saddle Mountain in Eastern Washington.
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The Columbia River from Saddle Mountain. Bucket of fun!

Our next Field Trip is Saturday April 13" . 3im Miller will meet gold panning
enthusiasts at the Sultan Park and Ride at 9AM for an adventure on either the Skykomish or
Wenatchee River depending on the weather. Consult the website for details.

Raffles and Prizes! The Clubés raffle, silent aucti on
club members and are a major source of revenue. The quality of program material ensures more
tickets sold.

Decade long program chairman Howard Boswell thanks those who have donated both a great
and small amount of items and gifts to these programs and we thank them all. Club leadership
encourages all members to consider donating material for the monthly meetings and Club Shows in
August and November. Donations made early in the year allow better planning for each event.
Maplewood Golden Contributors Anonymous kiln donor
Larry and Kim Lee CIliff Bickford Keith Stamm Mike Collins Jim Miller

Young Family and Juniors Program!
April skills program for members of all ages by George Hamilton will feature drilling rocks! Cool!

The lapidary shop will be open every Thursday of the month from 6:30 to
8: 30 PM except the first Thursday wheat7PMoudr e

Our Club provides content for public display cases at area libraries and senior centers in
our area. Beneficiaries include the Evergreen, Mukilteo, Lynnwood and Brier branches of the
Snohomish County Library system and the Edmonds Senior Center. If you have a specimen you
would like to share please contact our webmaster. admin@maplewoodrockclub.com

5

i n



Maplewood Rock and Gem Club News

Maplewood field trips are fun!

Thunder Eggs i Never Ending Variety in a Volcanic Mystery Rock
By Jim Miller

We are fortunate to live in the Pacific Northwest, where thunder eggs can be found at many different

| ocations within a dayoés drive. What exactly 1is
typically look ugly on the outside and amazing on the inside are not geodes. Classic geodes are
crystal-lined nodules that form in sedimentary rocks like limestone and dolomite. Although some

thunder eggs may have central pockets lined with small quartz crystals or be filled with crystallized

guartz, the interior filling of most thunder eggs is in the form of agate (cryptocrystalline quartz) and

opal (non-crystalline silica gel). This interior filling can be amazingly complex and colorful, or consist
entirely of homogeneous agate ofonecolor. That 6 s part of t hieyournaverkrmw t h
what youdll find insidel!

Almost all thunder egg locations in the USA are located in the western states, particularly in central
Oregon and southern New Mexico. True thunder eggs occur only in volcanic rocks. The sparsity of
volcanic rocks east of the Mississippi River leaves only a handful of locations in the eastern USA
where thunder eggs can be found. In addition to the USA, thunder eggs can be found in some
volcanic deposits of Germany, Poland, India, China, Africa, Mexico and South America.

Exactly how or why thunder eggs form remains a scientific mystery. They have

never been duplicated in a laboratory. It seems that under some conditions, silica-rich
rhyolite lava develops fist-sized nodules and/or cavities as the lava cools and congeals. After the
cooling has occurred, silica-rich fluids deposit agate and/or opal materials in the centers of the
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nodules. This silica filling sometimes coats the inside of the nodule with concentric layers of agate,
but often the infilling occurs in flat layers.

Thunder egg varieties with layered infilling have a definite top and bottom. The famous Priday Blue
Bed eggs from Ri charadchio Oréegon areeexamm@es.tifia 8lueaBed ey is cut

from top to bottom, all of the internal layers and a star-shaped agate perimeter are typically exposed.
However, if the egg is cut across the feqindaitualr o
layers may be exposed on the cut faces. It is relatively easy to tell the top and bottom of a Blue Bed

egg. The domed ends represent top and bottom, while the ridged sutures on the exterior of the egg
occur on the sides.

Oblong cut across many layers of agate. Equator cut, only a few layers of agate are exposed.

Thunder eggs typically occur is specific rock | a
fairly similar to each other, but they are often very different than thunder eggs in nearby egg beds.
Sometimes the rock that encloses the eggs in productive collecting beds is fairly soft, making digging

for thunder eggs relatively easy, particularly if they are abundant. In other places, however, the

enclosing rock can be very tough, requiring heavy work with a chisel or power equipment to extract

the eggs from the parent rock. Examples of eggs that are very tough to remove include Bruneau

Canyon eggs in Idaho and Owyhee Blue Opal eggs in extreme eastern Oregon.
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Owyhee Blue Opal sliced. Owyhee Blue Opal knapped.

The amazing Owyhee Blue Opal thunder eggs have centers that are filled with gorgeous blue opal.

Beautiful faceted gemstones and polished cabochons can be made from the blue opal that occupies

these exotic opal-filled thunder eggs. Another fabulous variety of thunder egg that contains gem-

guality opal occurs in Opal Butte, Oregon, where the eggs often have centers that are filled with

nearly water-c | ear opal . This clear opal with a hint of
| have made a several incredible arrowheads out of these rare varieties of opal from the centers of

thunder eggs.

Opal Butte rough and finished arrow head.

Oregon is the premier location in the world for collecting thunder eggs, based on the sheer number

and variety of eggs that occ kisthdthuederegg, and fobgoedg o n 6 s
reason. There are more than 100 known varieties of thunder eggs in central Oregon alone! Besides
Richardsonds Recreational Ranch, there are numer
for thunder eggs is encouraged.

Although our home state of Washington has thunder eggs in a few localities, particularly in the Little
Naches River area, Washington eggs are not as plentiful or as colorful as many of the Oregon
varieties. It 6s as i f ndatyeouth oflwhian ban be foRnd viol egg bedst ms
and north of which the thunder egg gods were asleep at the switch.



